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STATEMENT OF MRS, LOUISE PATTERSON, 
1 COMMITTEE, CLINTON HILL NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL, 
ARK, N.J. 
2 am Louise Patterson, and I reside 
wark. I am chairman of the Save Our 
r 


Mrs. Parrerson. Thank 
at 121 Hunterdon Street, New 
the Clinton Hill Neighborhood ounn 
I am also a mother and a gr: pisamos The purposı 
mittee is to fight to get the b st possible redevelopment 105 n ca 


The area is the 74 blocks that have r beer con erated 155 Sai indus- 
trial purposes. It bounded by Watson As n Street, 
Belmont Avenue, and 17th Avenue. The 7 55 in che blighted area 
have problems. 

3 1 ) There is a dec! line in ma r e between the blight 


alues. 


meantime. 
(2) Irr Aa 
(3) There i i a didiculty 7 Property owners to get insurance and 
mort; age loan: 


(5) Obsolete 75 facilit’ 3 5 as pees lights, sewer systems, 
schools, and others. There is a 5 proren of living in slums or 
blight. These 1 oble lems are extra heavy for Negroes and the elderly, 


Thei mortgage | is paid off, with future plans to live on a pension or 
neal security. 
7 len ercent of the dwellings in this = are occupied by the 
— are 60 years or over. The younger are more aggres- 
sive. They usually move out. 
Homes of the older people are usually aes E their 5 
and, 11 Oe bent At this poi int, t heir income is not at a 
reed to m ov. 


g 
their young. Banks 1 K aiy lend long- 
r60. There is so little interest in ere k to 

ey 57775 aei 3 5 ie elderly. 
de $10, 000 Hom e Improvement A Act i is rarely mentioned by in 


Older peop 


ae 

The 7 1205 propose Bae aaea 1 8 nae no 5 area with 
benches, no nearby yunty park; 35 to 40 
acres of park nerd is 5 


The they have . 5 — whole or partial, and crip- 
lin, ge The ey want to stay. They 


bor! Bae Tes. aie isa — center as well as 1 them. 
To ape these Tor E would be a painful ae ment. The re- 

deyelopment area es no provisions for these friendly contacts. 
‘These ese people have their Pride“ and self-respect. They don’t want to 


There is great emotional train in the 1 area. These people 
hear AT rumors. Th 


in thei r plans. Their atti- 
tude is “someone has to 15 hurt,” jer it is 8 the same people 
the old and the Ne; 55 
. hb u is the lack of citizens’ participation in plans of 


rojects. Newark Housing Authority has refused to make 
con ei ae to, establish its citizens’ „participa: ation with 1 = n 
area. 
not Called on 


1 57 r the north h fi is another threat. 
runs 2 a 55 bh ited areas, according to the New Jersey State 
Higineas Departmen 


ur area, which i 1 3 New Jersey R-32, 4,500 families, or 
180 000 people, are tae 
170005 rdin 7255 Newa T planning stud dy o 


“Ren ark,” 

0 families will be di isplaced by 1 2 by. the 11. "renewal projecte on 
mi tacks. “This means not just displ whole 
communiti 


Yet, basicaly } provisi h 
b the people, incl ding varied I 2 
Our group is a co 1 8 N We have done quite a few 
things aa nour own. We have money, hired a planner g look 
over t: the rea, the light industrial site, 125 have some literature back 


ne Federal Government and this committee 
r Neam, minority. 
‘ederal funds really are what mak 2 is project, pat- 
rned on the local level in 8 to E roughshod on problems of 
these people Ihave finished. 
Sena r WI naue. Well now, let w jost a 


8 


In 1 z, I appeal to t 


E gon; is the picture 


Parrerson. Yes. Well, pubi abe eas 1 
TR ae 3 5 want. There are ee families, real and S could 
mention thair nam nes—I will mention their names, a Mr. Mrs. 
Frazier. heir 75 aie is paid 
for, they nie made the necessary repairs, and they use it as income 
tolive on. 

Mrs. Lyons had to be uprooted by the public service termin: 
Now she has her home, with her children and CE rica Ting 
there. She has 5 a stroke, and is always afraid she might get 
other 5125 Now, r home is paid for, and they are very need 

18. 


Senator Wir1tams. Yes; and these are families that are not in the 
very-low-income level. 


ATTERSON. They would not be eligible for punts housing. 
Senator Wuutams. This is the problem. This is the big, unmet 
prol 


Wee! Parrerson. Yes. 

Senator Wua1aMs. I certainly agree with you that mache housin, 
should respond to living i and not with insti mal minded- 
ness, which I think we are now establishing as a principle, if not 
as a fact. 

There has been implied—expressed in the law—a prohibition, al- 
most, on making public housing 1 eae by expressing the de- 
mand, a ea pee that it be Be oe beapest possible en 80 of 

course, elim: any amenit tie surround better livin, o this 


other is this area o p 5955 e who own their own homes, and 
have incomes or retirement that puts them beyond public 9 


ae very well know. 
irs. Parrerson. Yes. 
Senator WILLAazts. We recognize this need, and it is particularly 


hard for elderly, because 2 5 a the folks that generally do own 
their homes. We saw it this morn 
rs. PATTERSON. I am sorrry I eda the session. 
Senator Wirts (continuing). Aue a es Orange, and that is 
to try t 


a you want to get your material, 5 ll Te glad to keep it as 
1 5 N ittee work. 
ATTERSON, ~ Thank you. 


Excerrr From RETORT ENTTTLAD “INDUSTRIAL POTENTIAL IN 
Cremos Hur 

Foueworp 
rox HIL 


25 wk, V. J., June 8, 1902. 

To the People and Public Officials, Citi of Ni 

In the spring of 1961 the Clinton All Netghbo 0 Council became aware of 
the prospect that a 74. block area in € meee Hill and the central ward, where 

000 fi ntual cone for redevelopment as a light — 
dustrial project. Our immediate r aoa s despair. All of the — arn 
of city government eae committed to this project. ee uential qua: Republi 
agencies and one of the major daily newspapers aso bac! pr 

Yet the local communit; seen never been asked for its pinions; nor had any 


s n 
made. After our organization alerted the publie — ee 3 meet- 
ings, and leaflets, wide opposition to the light industri ject was voiced at 
last a ee ees hearings before the centrai planning . ‘last Novem- 
ber’s unci hearing. Nevertheless, these bodies voted to declare the area 
3 bigne 7 or — eS purposes. 

In mpal; — 85 sav 1 5 ae 8 m — aware of legal 
27 e EE rees s hi cher oe up in the city. 

t December, seven Clinton nin Sees sled ace ga eed court to upset 

the ‘lint ‘declaration Then, after hearing of the Sodependent arene study 
sponsored ‘ooper Square Community Development of Manhattan, we 
decided to obs our own expert planner to survey the feasibility of develop- 
ing the 5 blocks for light industry. 

‘The author of the following study, A Mr. Walter Thabit, was hired. Mr. Thabit, 

ho was S responsible for the Cooper Square alternate plan, is known in planning 
circles as an author and a lecturer. He has conducted eyan. — tor the 
New Jersey Department of Conservation and Economie Develop: 


ii you, the citizens and public officials of Newark, 
that yi hi nefit of an independent 415 appraisal of the Clin a 
Hill light 8 project It was made 5 ue e = tary contribu- 


BERTHA L. GRIFFIN. 
STANLEY B. WINTERS. 
INTRODUCTION 


,000 
8 11 The north-south expressway al 
the eastern boun te di Tam 5 ies. 


ilies, 
Between these two projects alone, some 15 percent of . total nonwhites 
population will be displaced, or roughly 5 sf the expected displa 


teriorat And 
since discrimination in housing outside the oe is so 8 it 5 sense- 
ta) to project any major 5 of ni 'hites to surrounding cities and 
owns. 


i whites. 
ing due to demolition. ‘There is at present no such program for housing on vacant 
land, no assurance that segregation would not be practiced if such a program 


were initiated, and therefore no assurance that the probable effect - 
placement would not take place as described be a 3 
It is, therefore, legitimate to ask whether these improvements are necess: 
or desirable. Does the Newark situation aa the construction of a ENA 
south freeway, for example? Is it impossible to modernize signal systems, 
to make modifications in street alinements, to provide een routes 2 modest 
x eet openings 1 — to use one-way routes o. streets? Is the 
xpressway 


2 does the Newark situation demand that the proposed light industrial 
park be developed? Its supporters, including several unions in 3 5 
he 


This report analyzes the major its for the inton ‘Hilt proposal, and 
also — the feasibility of the” Tight “Industrial pa k itself. Throughout 
25 

of JA 


e 5 


P4 


MMARY OF FINDINGS: 


The proposal for a light industrial project in the Clinton Hill area is un- 
Justified on the basis of the information available. It proposes to use 240 acres 


8 and unempi 
7 is ot 3 related to the existence of available jobs. While 


some 14,500 New! out of work in 1960, oe t 200,000 people from 
outside New: eri city to work at a Some 50; Newarkers 
go out of the city strating thi loyment is not direct); 


a oe at medal 
associated with the presence or absence of jobs in Newark itself. 

New jobs will not en or Soe reduc goe anesployment Some new 
jobs merely add to mal and e. unemployment while others show an in- 
creasing tendency to “require mg e. She decin: ming m of low-wage, 
stable industries which do use unakilied and semiskilled workers also encourage 

y arners to enter the job niket, pushing 8 8 ment totale ap 
e ent, to 


Unemployment is more direcly related t employı 
the lack of skills in the labor force, and to ‘toe = — 81 nt trained 
young al seeking work. Nonwhite unempl is twice that of 
whites, manufacturing jobs are being replaced with nonmanufacturing jobs, the 
training of young er is inadequate "hor entry Into employment, and stable 
indu: with seasonal and cyelic industries 

Industrial team 5 3 

If Newark’s 450 a obsolete and deteriorated industrial land a 
placed. with soda facilities ee the same number of people, approxi: 
uns 1,100 acres will be required, to be dispac 
grams will require an additional 400 N and, giving a ea Yoquiremiut of 


need, the city has 1,800 acres of industrial vacant land suitable 
for industry ie in ihe aT and will obtain an 3 . acres os ar 
wed. Thi 2,250 a 


ing industrial dist: eing renew is adds up t 
PA nied 3 1 ‘orese! 3 
need for adding residential land to the available industrial suppl; 
‘An industrial park in the meadowlands can be acquired more easily, 
pared for use mo) cheaply, yield a wider variety of sites at any particul: 
bj an made usable in less time a site inton Hill. Vacant land 
‘ore prove more attractive to outside industries looking for new lo- 
sation, aud this reduces the need for industrial area in Clinton Hill. 
m will dispiace industrial uses over a long period, 


g 

Se repare relocation sites for displaced industry in other sites 

nton Hill. At least two other sites have been proposed by the 

Pianina. hoard for meea renewal, and the use of these and others would 
further reduce the need for industrial area in Clinton Hill. 


roposai 
What started out as a program 8 aid General Electric, Fischer Baking 
and a few other establishments to get needed parking and loading space So 
grown into a massive project without basic Justification, ‘The present site was 
delineated . me tu 707 
prospective 5 once ee oren a funds than to any objective 


ality. 

“Consistent with its lack of attractiveness as a site for new industry, there 
has been relatively little demand a industrial land in the Clinton Hill area. 
S of interest in industrial development in the area reveals a 

an 10 acres for tne outside the site area, and no more than 


elimination of Junkyards, ig de metal yards, auto wrecking and storage 
1 ‘kets, and other uses incompai niple with Aer a A 5 
space 


If the current proposal oi mont Renewal Corp. is accepted, existing 
and industrial uses will be at the mercy of the sponsor. They will 
d to negotiate with Belmont for the right to remain; land will go to 


the project will be paa? nsei a W b Emra 8 
are put on the development, it is possible that the sponsor will withdraw or 


es 


require escape clauses in his contract to permit a change in use from industrial 
to 146 25 . and commercia] at some future . 

-stage development plan, since it w small sites to be 
1 ‘any one time, is obviouly 5 For the parpos Ka 
attracting new industry. Development of the first stage of the Clinton Hi 
would make only 25 acres ot industrial 2 8 available for new or displaced 
industry, extremely limiting the 3 5 ‘prospective wers 
Graphic analysis of the site 

Graphic analysis of the site reveals that a small industrial district of from 50 
to 70 acres could logically be established in the vicinity of the midpoint of Jelift 
ish. A 


and Peshine ues, Clinton Avenue, paue venue, and Hi e Avenue, 
depending on ‘he north-sonth ex dealer anid could possibly be extended 
to Watson and to Peshine depending on the loeation of Route 78 and the indus- 
trial des a robles along Jelifl-Peshine. 

It is whether the few industrial uses north of Clinton Avenue 
F mall industriel district, ox whether the 
Sree shouid be wade predominaulty restlen Age study is needed on 
this point. If the area is made residential, Genera Electric and others necting 
space for expansion should receive it, aud be retained as scattered industri 
uses. 


At least two-thirds of the residential area south of Clinton Avenue and oi 
third of the area north 5 can be rehabilitated, while the rest 
vith new 


Deigubdbood might ͤ affected by a massive Gearance program. 
residential renewal of the area should be integrated with the industrial develop- 
ment so as to minimize relocation hardship: 

RECOMMENDATIONS 


As a result of this study, a number of recommendations emerge, not 
— to the Clinton Hill area itself, but with respect to the industrial develop 
f Newark ly. 


tabili: 
adequate preli y planning for industrial renewal, and finally, the safe- 
ne of the rights and welfare of the people who might be displaced by such 

“ations. 

) Steps should be taken to reduce racial discrimination in all employment, 
but particularly in nonmenutacta wing categories and in the higher technical and 
ext are ve levels in all fields where 8 discrimination 2 . — high. 

organize Lpr am shon 


er ice ne posse: 1 skins. T 5 — elle ‘il shortly become 
or 


3) Newark should reject low-wage and other industries with cyclic and 
seasonal employment patterns. It should emphasize industries employing higher 
i i 


skills and g ages in its industrial promotion efforts, 

e city should immediately move ti an industrial pa 
the Pennsylvania’s Railroad’s Doremus A sh ite in cooperation 
with th ilroad and the busi co a ae ears „ cii d State 
pı id be brought to bear on the railroads to a: e their coopera- 
tion. 


5) The city should further carefully study its competitive situation, and 
develop a » policy on subsidies and aids which will attract industry on a com- 
petitive basis with the suburbs and other cities. 

6) The blight designation on the Clinton Hill area should be removed ul 
til a study of industrial space needs has been completed for the city of Newark, 
and a Cetermination of priorities for industrial development and renewal made 
accordin; 

(7) No sul subsequent proposal for designation of the Clinton Hill area should 
be made until a community pins * showing the best arrangement of 
land uses for the area has been com] 


8) No subsequent proposal for designation of the Clinton Hill area should 
be made before the north-south expressway and Route 78 proposals have been 
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made. 

(9) No industrial renewal area should be designated and no sponsor should 
be chosen until the feasibility of such a project has been assured and the rights 
of existing industry to remain have been fully protected by prior commit- 
ments. 

(10) No part of the Clinton Hill or other area in the city of Newark should 


be designated as eee — — s the implementation of the plan for that area 
within a 5-year period is red 


LG 


[From Save Our Homes Committee, Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council, Newark, N.J.] 
A PROGRAM or HOPE FOR THE Tü. Block “BLIGHTED” ARRA 
open lines of communication between the citizens and the mayor, city 
d other public officials, 
emoval of “blight” declaration from al substantial parts of the a. block 
j ted wh 


s for reuse to exc r light industrial reuse 
or for predominant industrial rense. Welcome independent alternate plans, 

4. Close consultation 5 een citizens ae planning agencies during the plan- 
ning stages, not when the plans have been “firmed up.” 

3. Offer local residen — a sinessmen, and property owners maximum chances 
to take part in the redevelopment through home and butiding improvements and 
raan self-help programs, 

nd Gradual approach to redevelopment, sensitive to individual needs, keeping 
sound. structures. ana areas intact, and minimising ‘Aislocations by rebuilding 
s e traci 


trial space needs of present firms in — an 5 ete offers 
with a view to rearranging industrial uses to Improve efficiency 
— and 3 uses in residential are: 
rth 


red ‘or resi 
rally, west of enur Avel enue, pra rehabilitation of 7 


w housing to Imelude no h e low-rent apartments, but perhaps gar- 
den- 2 and three-st w-rent rif 5 with lower ade Wea 
nity and new privat 3 row 2 and cooperatively owned in $13,000 to 


to 2 elderly and lower middle income families and citizen participation 
activities, 
12. Immediate 
(a) ‘Strict and i Sua ee 
ing for Plans to bep 
(D) Begin og elde of: pee ring to improve street sweeping; install 
brighter street Usht ing: ps trees; eliminate noise and garbage nusiances ; 
(el An 7 — growing schoo! enrollments by building a new, full-sized 
elementa: 
ee ‘Coordinato activities with Rutgers University “human renewal” 


M 
(1) Cope a en declaration before the central planning board and 
the city coun 
(a) "000 led public hearing June 1961. 
speakers 0 5 the — — declaration. 
0 Fy 400 petitions filed in protesi 
(2) Supported seven residents who flea suit last December in superior court 
3 Be the “blight” declaration be lifted: 
meee was heard in June 1902 
42 Th Re . had been delayed an important 10 3 
during the and no prope 
a legal ache wes going on. 
(c) Last August the court ruled that the “blight” declaration was valid. 


3) W 
Sei (a) Lawyers are examining the decision to see whether an appeal is 
Justified. 3 


(a) He 8 a report called Industrial Potential in Clinton Hill” last 


TEB) aue report 

e was 
000 ‘The reper „ Copies are still 
available, 

(d) The was presented to the mayor and the city council and was 
1 to e ‘octal city, State, and Federal agencies. 

(e) The — - found our area basically unsuited to large-scale light 
industria! nee id urged rehabilitation and new community facilities be 


om We met with Me ‘yor Addonizio to discuss the projec! 
(a) We asked the mayor for rehabilitation of 25 25555 and careful, 
gradual clearance for oak varied housing, with suitable relocation of site 
botit into better quarter 
(b) We ie that the city keep up its efforts in the area through one-side- 
of-the-street parking, brighter street lights, clean sewers, pruned trees, and 
repair of damaged streets—a general — of reattention to the area. 


CT 


955 He agreed to come to a public meeting in the area to speak to tne 


(09 We ‘are now raising funds: 
(a) We would like t d of th 


ject. 
(b) We want it drawn up by outside experte, paid by us, with fullest 
participation by the people who live and w ork in the a 
Rie here written to Woderel officials and. agencies asking for ful 
citizen participation by the site residents and businessmen in any planning 
that 


SE 


June 24, 1962] 
NEWARK NOTEBOOK : CLINTON HILL FIGHTING UPHILL “BLIGET” BATTLE 
(By Richard O. Shafer) 
Urban renewal is an awesome phrase that to most people means things 
the new 8 Park apartment houses or the Prudential’s group of e 
ing white marble buildings on Broad Street. 

But i hes a far deeper significance and apart from professional city planners, 
more aware of the 
Where others have mert been 
reading aad pee 2 it, the folks who live on the hill have been li g and 
Practising it for 

em, urba: ans things like neighbors keeping their hedges and 
rete immed, pth 7 ste fences, clean iing up litter in the block, making new- 
comers to the neighborhood welco: tuning radio: Vis low—the hundred 
and one things 1 that spell the l . 100d neighbors and bad and 
also lead ee 8 ealthier, and safer neighbor! (es 

. . in’ America as a day you 

were dead rors in sere and your neighbors were 1 and in Ten, beari 751 
7 years of promoting their neighborhood, the people of Clinton Hall would dis- 
pute that. 

But being good neighbors is only one of the aims of Clinton Hill residents, 

8 m recent oat ae ieee ht now, they're fighting for the preservation of 
the area for residen' Acutaily, they're testing the axiom that you 
can’t beat city ee on the A 2 pee while an axiom is something that every- 
one believes, it isn't necessarily tru 

A 74-dlock stood of Clinton Hi ot been declared blighted by the city coun- 
cil and is scheduled to be razed and made ready as sites for light industries. 

The people of Clinton Uh have: bean. fighting a losing battle up to 5 to 
prevent it on the grounds that the area is not blighted and that 17,000 peo 


would lose their homes if the program goes through. They have gone to court to 
pry ita re are hoj awaiting a decision in their superior court suil 
iy E 
Rent 


workshop on ‘group relations at the west side adult school, —. he learned some- 
thing about the changing Newark and neighborhood problem: 


ED COUNCIL 
“That's how I got interested,” he says. “Bome of us decided to go to work 


in aa A —— 
ot of th t deci: 1 in 1956 of what is now the Clin- 
— n ll Neiepberneog Couns ieee 255 residents om felt that the neighbor- 
8 * take the n A solving te De 
t beginning, bran: 


dere a score of 
bl re siete re held in . — wanes Siih 5 — an ou as cote 
ments. Neighbors gether and talk abont their mutual problems, none of which 
is too small to tackle. 
Tove s how Winters once described the council's activities 
“Primarily, the 1 1 15 functions to . Sy. dwellers — to work for 
is co; . 


common ends. is is remarkable 5 if o ant of 8 . 
and loneliness that crowded city life often eh geni feelings which te 
te men from en of ot 


eeting ground for persons of diverse backgrounds 
and interests. Ext, Eni Sni and unchurched mingle and express 
strong views on Whites and Negroes jointly bemoan over- 
crowded school 5 

“DEVELOPS STREN 


ker and the merchant discuss offstreet parking with the factory- 

. — ciyil servants, and domestic workers mutually evaluate the 

rtis 

cross section of the — This diversity gives it strength, enabling 
to mobilize the total community,” 


a END- 


£8 
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EWM LDOZERE f, CLINTON Al 


With your help we can win! 


EIV Se CUR FAMILIES 
AND K aes CAN PIVE e 


Watson 3 : -| 27th 
Avenue e,. -8L 8 AREA | Avenue 
ont Aven ee 
SUPPORT THE LEGAL DEFENSE * 
SEND: YOUR LOLLARS /N bee ee, 
Save Our Home SM ne He Se ip men tee a 
26 Shanley Ave., Newark 8, Ne J. 


closed is my contribution to the Legal Defense Fund of the Save Our H 
Committee, Clinton Hill Neighborhood Council. (Make checks to Save Our Homes ~ ONC) 
A E ̃ a eee sg ] 


Adress done 3 
I would like to help the Conmittee in its work 15 (Check box if yes) 

I would like more information about the Comittee C] 

peace ces". 3) eee @ 


Send this leaflet to the following people: 


333 8 


Labor donated 


